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August 27, 2022 is a day to be remembered by Maria Bandstra and Richard
Uhlenhopp. After moving to South Carolina, the couple planned their wedding
from a distance so they could be married close to their hometowns. Maria is
the daughter of Rob and Kim Bandstra who attend Calvary Church. Richard is
the son of Karl and Lori Uhlenhopp. Being a daughter of a military family, the
bride grew up in various places in the United States but calls Pella her home.
The groom is from Aplington, Iowa.
The couple met at Iowa State University but didn’t start dating until a couple
of years after they graduated. Maria and Richard spent a week before their
wedding in Iowa so they could spend quality time with their families. They got
married at the Conrad Mansion in Conrad, Iowa. They had a beautiful outdoor
ceremony with an indoor reception. God was glorified during the entire wedding, and it was so special to have their family and friends celebrate their big
day with them. After the wedding the couple spent a week at Punta Cana, enjoying some rest and relaxation before returning to South Carolina to their busy
lives.
Maria works as a designer for a South Carolina home builder, Axon Homes.
Richard works at the Medical University of South Carolina Hospital and is a second-year anesthesia resident there.
The couple enjoy living on the marsh and exploring the Charleston area.
They love boating with friends, as well as fishing and going to the beach. They
also enjoy making good homemade food.
Maria and Richard, Calvary wishes you many happy and blessed years as you
lives your life together.

You’re Invited
Deb and Jerry Bandstra will celebrate their 50th anniversary on November 10. You are welcome to
join them at open house held by
their family on November 13, 24:30 pm at Clover Leaf Kitchen.
(Parking nearest the building is reserved for our elderly and mobility
challenged guests. Additional parking is available at the Edward Jones
office.) We are thankful for our
parents and the years they have
shared!

September Council News

October Council News

Our September Council Meeting was held on September 19. The
meeting was chaired by Council President Steve Vermeer.

Our October Council Meeting was held on October 17. The meeting
was chaired by Council President Steve Vermeer.

Devotions, titled: “Biblical Perspectives on Critical Theory”, were led
by Consistory Chair Rob Bandstra. Colossians 2:8, Romans 12:2, Ecclesiastes 1:9, Ezekiel 1:20, Romans 3:23, Galatians 3:28-29, and I
Peter 4:7 were read. According to the concept of “Critical Theory”,
the powerless have a more valuable voice since they are oppressed. It is a very black & white theory, with no room for any gray
areas. Moral authority is given to the oppressed. It is assumed that
those with more power have less moral authority. If you are not
part of a group that is perceived as oppressed, you don’t have a
voice at the table. Critical Theory is a product of secular humanism no credit is given to a higher power. We as Christians know that we
need to look to God and his holy scripture as our source of
truth. Prayer requests were taken, and Steve Vermeer opened the
meeting with prayer.

Devotions, titled: “Vain Conceit” from the ‘Today’ October 10, 2022,
were led by Council President Steve Vermeer. Philippians 2:1-11 was
read. The passage talks about Christ’s humility. We are to be Christlike in everything we do. That includes humility. Conceited people
often have benefited from the work of others, but think that they
alone are responsible for the status they enjoy. Humble people recognize that they have been blessed far beyond what they have done
for themselves. Prayer requests were taken, and Steve Vermeer
opened the meeting with prayer.

Under staffing topics, the following were discussed:
- staff vacation schedules were identified
- Pastor reports for July and August were accepted, Brad, Sheldon
and Nate shared additional highlights

Some items under continuing business that were discussed included:
- There was some reflection on the council retreat that was held at
Calvary on October 14th and 15th.
- A sample of the updated letter that the Christian Education Fund
Committee provides to families who receive tuition assistance was
presented.
- The schedule for those assigned to sermon feedback was reviewed.

Some items under continuing business that were discussed included:
- Additional details were discussed for the council retreat to be held
at Calvary slated for October.
- The Christian Education Fund was discussed, and the list of families
to receive tuition assistance was reviewed.
- The schedule for those assigned to sermon feedback was reviewed.
Some items under new business that were discussed included:
- The membership transfer of Gary Beyer to Newton CRC was approved.
- Pastor Brad reported on Classis, which met on September 16th &
17th.
- It was acknowledged that 4 elders and 3 deacons will be required
for next year, and that we have 5 elder nominees and 5 deacon
nominees that have accepted nomination at this time.
- Nathan Dockter gave a brief presentation of the proposed 2023
budget.
- It was noted that our Congregational Meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2022.
- Pastor Nate reported on the Education Committee program plans
moving into this season.
- Dan Van Kooten provided an in-person report on his chaplaincy at
Vermeer.
- Several new committee member candidates were approved for
2023
- Rob Bandstra reported on Fellowship Committee items, and the
scheduling of some upcoming events.
Committee reports and minutes were approved.
Financial reports and balances were reviewed.
Brad Jungling closed in prayer.

Under staffing topics, the following were discussed:
- no upcoming staff vacations were identified for the next month
- Pastor reports for July and August were accepted, Brad and Nate
shared additional highlights

Some items under new business that were discussed included:
- A presentation was given that focused on mutual censure.
- Classis Central Plains is scheduled to meet on Feb. 25, 2023 at
Leighton CRC.
- The lists of names of elder and deacon nominees were prepared for
the upcoming congregational meeting on November 14.
 Elders: Bill Strong, Dan Van Kooten, Orville Bultsma, Jeremiah Schutte, and Kyle Van Wyngarden
 Deacons: Aaron Sandbulte, Lee Roose, Cory Mass, Eric Van
Wyngarden, Rob Van Beek
- The 2023 proposed budget was presented and discussed. Each
section was discussed and voted on separately. A few adjustments
were made, and all portions were eventually approved for distribution to the congregation..
- The agenda for the November 14th Congregational Meeting was
approved.
- Several new committee member candidates were approved for
2023.
- It was noted that the Admin Council is conducting the annual review of the CouncilHandbook. Any recommended changes should
be forwarded to a member of the Admin Council.
- Kevin Herdegen presented a proposal from the Education Committee for an intern to work with our youth. This was voted on and
approved.
- Steve Ver Meer will be contacting members of our shepherding
teams to evaluate our current council/shepherding meeting schedule to see if the changes that were made this year have been effective.
Committee reports and minutes were approved.
Financial reports and balances were reviewed.
Pastor Brad closed in prayer.
Steve Theune, Council Clerk
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