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Meet Our New Members – Daryl and Mary Pommer

In This Issue:

Calvary welcomes Daryl and Mary Pommer. Mary was born in Minnesota and
grew up in many states including North Carolina, Iowa, and Kansas since her dad
was a pastor. Mary is the third of seven siblings. Her parents were Pastor Ike &
Gwen Meuzelaar. Pastor Ike served as an Associate Pastor at Faith Church here in
Pella before he retired.
Daryl grew up and was raised on a farm in Wesley, Iowa. He is the youngest of
his siblings, having two brothers and one sister. Daryl was the son of Henry &
Winifred Pommer. Winifred attended Calvary Church for many years before her
death in 2019.
Daryl and Mary were married at the Tracy Christian Reformed Church on August 15, 1975, where her father was a Pastor. Mary worked several years at the
City of Pella Office as a human resource officer. Daryl farmed and worked at Vermeer Corporation for twenty-two years as a material handler, moving parts from
plant to plant.
Daryl and Mary have three children: Susan and her family live in Titonka, Iowa,
Henry lives here in Pella, and Joshua also lives here in Pella. Joshua is married to
Tami. Joshua, Tami, and their family attend Calvary Church. Daryl and Mary have
nine grandchildren. Susan has five children and Joshua has four children. Their oldest grandchild is nineteen-years-old.
The Pommers are both retired. Mary volunteers at the Information Windmill
during the summer and volunteers at the Pella Community Art Center. She is also
active in the morning Coffee Break Program at Calvary. Daryl enjoys caring for his
yard and many flowers. He is a woodworker and builds bird houses, especially for
his grandchildren. He also enjoys going out for coffee with men from Calvary.
Their hobbies include watching their grandchildren growing up and attending their
sporting events. They love snap chatting with their grandchildren daily to find out
what is going on in their lives.
Daryl and Mary enjoy the connections and the closer relationships they are developing at Calvary. They also enjoy their Bible Study group.
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THANK YOU!
With Deeptest gratitude I
want to thank my Calvary
Chuch Family for the special
ways you rememberd me after
my stroke and also for my
90th birthday. The visits, the
many cards, the food brought
in and most of all the prayers
offered on my behalf. Calvary
is The Church that Cares.
-Martena De Groot

HAPPY 60TH ANNIVERSARY TO CASEY & ESTHER VAN WEELDEN
Esther De Boer had ridden the Pella Christian High
School basketball team’s bus
to an away game. It was at
that game that Casey Van
Weelden asked to take her
home. Since Esther had to
ride the bus back to school
again, Casey picked her up at
the Pella Christian High
School to take her home.
Their first real date was to
Noah’s Ark Restaurant in
Des Moines, Iowa, for pizza.
Esther remembers, “Boy was
I impressed!” Casey and
Esther dated her senior year in high school and then the three years she attended
Iowa Lutheran School of Nursing. (At that time nursing students were not allowed to get married while going to school.) When Esther was not able to come
home for the weekend, Casey would go to Des Moines every Friday and Sunday
night to see her. They also did some letter writing, as they had no cell phones.
The year was 1962, the oral Polio vaccine was released, the Cuban Missile Crisis occurred, and Esther and Casey were married, on August 29, 1962, at the Second Christian Reformed Church in Pella, Iowa, two weeks after she graduated
from nursing school. Their reception was held in the church basement. There
certainly was NO dance! At the reception they served punch, cake, ice cream,
and “Figure 8” cookies from Jaarsma Bakery. Esther’s wedding gown was purchased at Younkers in downtown Des Moines. A neighbor lady made the bridesmaid dresses and Esther’s Mother made the “pill box hats” (Jackie Kennedy style).
Her mother used oatmeal lids for the hat forms. The tuxedos for the men were
rented from Wormhoudt and Kempkes in Pella. After the ceremony the couple
left in Casey’s 1956 red and white Plymouth for their week-long honeymoon in
Colorado.
After their wedding, Casey and Esther lived in the country for thirty-five years.
Casey farmed with his dad and Esther worked in the Medical Surgical Department
at Mahaska Hospital. They eventually bought their farm, which was a wonderful
place to raise their three children. After the couple became “empty nesters” and
because they loved golf, they decided to move closer to family, their work, and a
golf course, to a townhouse. It was a very pleasant change for the couple. Casey
and Esther have now lived in Pella and have attended Calvary Church for twentyfive years. Casey and Esther’s son, Steve, and daughter-in-law Cindy Van Weelden
also attend Calvary Church. Casey and Esther’s retirement has allowed them to
have new adventures, to travel, and to fulfill commitments.
Some of the happiest moments in Casey and Esther’s married life have been
the births of their children, grandchildren, and now their first great-grandchild.
Watching them grow up, find their careers, find mates, and grow their families has
brought them much joy. Life is always changing for them, which has strengthened
their togetherness. Through the sad times of going through their parents’ deaths
and the heartbreak of losing two of Casey’s brothers and a sister-in-law in a year’s
time, they have experienced strength from their Heavenly Father.
The Van Weelden’s advice to young couples is that, “Marriage is a sacred vow
to God and to each other. Take it seriously.”

Congratulations to Jackson and Karina Schelhaas
Congratulations to Jackson J. Schelhaas and Karina M. Ortiz who were married on Friday,
June 24, 2022, in a northwest suburb of Chicago. Jackson is the son of Jay and Lisa Schelhaas
who attend Calvary Church, and Karina is the daughter of Daniel and Chela Ortiz.
Jackson and Karina met on Instagram. Jackson put a post on Instagram about a Japanese
rock band. Karina also listened to the same band and ‘liked’ Jackson’s post. After this they began to talk about their similarities and passions. After a couple of years, Jackson decided to
move to Illinois where he met Karina and her wonderful family. After more years of bonding
and adventures, Jackson and Karina were married. They were married at the Chapel in the
Pines, in a beautiful outdoor/indoor venue in Sycamore, IL. The ceremony was outside and
was both stunning and the weather very hot. The reception was held inside, where the food
was filling, and the party was exciting! The couple went to the Netherlands on their honeymoon, spending three days in Amsterdam and two days in Rotterdam. Jackson was glad that
he could speak a little bit of the Dutch language.
Karina enjoys sketching, watching movies and shows, and spending time walking and exercising. She also loves to organize and clean, which Jackson thinks can be a little too much.
Jackson likes painting, writing, and spending time in nature. Jackson is in the process of writing
a fantasy book series, creating maps, lore, and even a new language. He also enjoys watching
movies with Karina on a nice, relaxing night. They both enjoy their cat, “Toby”.
Jackson and Karina, Calvary wishes you God’s blessings as you begin your lives together.

Council News
Our July Council Meeting was held on July 18. The meeting was chaired by Council President Steve Vermeer.
For devotions, Daniel 3:19-27 and Isaiah 43:2 were read. The devotional, “Through the Furnace”, by Josh McDowell ministries was read and reflected upon. It focused on doing the right thing even when it may be costly. God will get us through
one way or another. We may face persecution for choosing the right thing, but we were never promised that we wouldn’t
have to endure persecution. Prayer requests were taken, and Steve Vermeer opened the meeting with prayer.
Some items under continuing business that were discussed included:
- planning for a council retreat to be held at Calvary slated for October. The topic chosen for the retreat is “Unity in Intergenerational Care” led by Pastor Zach Olsen from Pastor Church Resources. Having Pastor Olsen preach at Calvary that
weekend is also an option to consider.
- identifying some reasons why people leave Calvary
- reviewing the schedule for those assigned to sermon feedback
Under staffing topics, the following were discussed:
- staff vacation schedules were identified
- Pastor reports for May and June were accepted, Brad and Nate shared additional highlights
Some items under new business that were discussed included:
- Pastor Brad reported on the significant decisions made for our denomination at Synod
- Qualifications for elders and deacons
- It was acknowledged that 4 Elders and 3 deacons will be required for next year
- Every council member was asked to fill out and turn in a nomination form
- A new contact process for elder/deacon nominations was adopted to promote deeper discussion with each nominee.
- The Christian Education Fund process was updated and reviewed
- Joe Hoksbergen and Barb Van Gorp were selected as Classis delegates for September
- Pastor Nate reported on the Education Committee’s plans for the upcoming year
- Member transfers
Committee reports and minutes were approved.
Financial reports and balances were reviewed.
Kristi Roose closed in prayer.
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