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Young At Heart Group Tours Shipshewana, Indiana
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On Monday, June 13, 2022, at 7:30 AM, forty-four members from the Young
At Heart Group (31 from Calvary and 13 from other area churches) left the
Youth House parking lot in our Windstar Motor Coach on our four day trip to
Shipshewana, Indiana.
We ate our catered box lunches at the historical Washington Square Park in
Ottawa, Illinois. As we traveled in the morning, many people thought it was too
cool in the bus and asked if the air conditioning could be turn up. However, in
the afternoon we soon found out that the air conditioning was not working. It
was 83 degrees on the bus while we traveled the whole afternoon. That evening
we ate a delicious Amish meal at the Hoosier Banquets. The owners also invited
us into their home and gave us an opportunity to ask many questions about their
Amish lifestyle. After a beautiful evening with the Amish, we checked into our
hotel at about 8:15 PM. We just got our luggage unloaded from the bus when all
the lights went out in the hotel. Due to many thunderstorms from Chicago to
Shipshewana which caused much damage to trees, electrical poles, and electrical
lines, the electricity was out for many people in the area. We had no electricity
from 8:15 on Monday night to noon on Tuesday. Our purpose of the trip to
Shipshewana was to experience and learn about the Amish lifestyle. However,
many of us did not want to experience their lifestyle in the excessive heat, as
well as losing our cell phone usage. We certainly depend on modern conveniences.
On Tuesday morning, while our bus driver was getting the air conditioning
fixed on our bus, we visited the largest flea market in the Midwest-forty acres in
size. In the afternoon we were blessed with the wonderful messages presented
through southern gospel music from the Booth Brothers, Greater Vision, Jim &
Melissa Brady and Legacy Five at the Performing Arts Center. We were thankful
for the use and coolness of the substitute bus and bus driver for the day. That
evening we enjoyed a buffet meal at the Blue Gate Restaurant. We were disappointed to find out that the air conditioning on our original bus really wasn’t
fixed.
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ReFrame Ministries:
Family Fire - is an online community exploring Spirit-led family,
marriage, parenting, in-laws,
blended families, and intimacy.
Find encouraging articles and devotions at familyfire.com.
Huldah: Using Her Gifts Check out the new kids’ devotion
at www.kidscorner.net. What are
you good at? Sports? Reading?
Music? Juggling? Crochet? Did you
know that God can use what
you’re good at in his story? Listen
now at kidscorner.net
Groundwork: Jonah: Praying
for God's Deliverance - When
we find ourselves in situations
that we cannot fix, it’s natural to
feel anxious, desperate, overwhelmed, exhausted, and scared.
Join Groundwork as we study
Jonah to remember that God is
ready to hear us, to deliver us,
and to offer us his abundant mercy. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com

Young At Heart Group Tours Continued

On Wednesday morning we visited the Menno-Hof, and we learned the accurate information about the faith and life of the
Amish and Mennonites. After learning about the Amish history, we went to the Dutch Creek Animal Farm. At the farm we
came close and personal to the animals as we walked through the small zoo and then boarded the horse-drawn wagons to
feed the animals out in the pasture. After a box sandwich lunch at the hotel, we had an Amish Country Tour as we welcomed
a guide on our bus. We learned more about the Amish as we stopped at a basket-maker shop, the Dutch Country Market,
and a leather shop. Later that afternoon we enjoyed buggy rides to an Amish Farm where we learned about their small dairy.
During our farm tour we received another bus with an air conditioner that worked! After the farm tour we enjoyed another
Amish Dinner at an Amish home. We enjoyed ham, meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, green beans, homemade noodles, as well as pie and ice cream.
After checking out of our hotel on Thursday morning we traveled to Middelbury, Indiana, where we toured the Jayco Factory. Jayco is a manufacturer of many lines of campers. Jayco also employees many Amish, men as well as women. It was great
to see the process of building campers as well as observing the work ethic of the Amish. The Amish have great work ethic,
almost running from place to place on their jobs. At Jayco, they start at 5:00 AM and work until the allotted units are built for
the day. After they are finished working, they go home and do their farming and home chores. Before leaving for home, we
had another delicious buffet meal at the Das Dutchman Essenhaus. We arrived back at Calvary Church at 7:00 PM.
What did we learn about the Amish? We learned about the early persecution of the Anabaptists, and about their strong
faith. They are our brothers and sisters in Christ. They believe in community and are a humble people. Even their tombstones
are smaller to reflect their humbleness. They do not have health insurance because as a community they help each other. They
pay federal and state taxes as well as property taxes. They do not serve in the military because their faith does not permit it.
Their young people have a time in their lives in which they decide whether to remain as an Amish or join the world’s style of
living. If they join the world they are rejected by their family and can not see them again. Some Amish will leave the Amish
tradition and will become Mennonites which is acceptable. They also have a very strong work ethic.

Our group ranged in from an age of 61 to 91, and we all had a great
time together. We had some disappointments and faced some obstacles on the way, but we learned from the experiences. We got to know
each other in a little different way, other than just being at worship together. We felt our aches and pains as older adults but also felt like
kids as we fed the animals at the Dutch Creek Animal Farm. A couple
of us even rode the 1906 Dentzel Carousel at the Davis Mercantile
Stores.
Please join us for our next Young At Heart events. Watch the Worship Folder for announcements of future events or contact Christy Van
Zee to have your name added to the email group.
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