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Congratulations to Lydia Bandstra & Tim Jansen
Lydia Bandstra and Tim Jansen were united in marriage on one of the most
beautiful days of April, April 2, 2022. Lydia is the daughter of Rob and Kim
Bandstra who attend Calvary Church. For the last ten years Lydia has made
her home in Pella, IA; however, she grew up in different areas of the country
as they moved often because her father was in the military. Tim is the son
of Morris & Debbie Jansen and was born and raised in Sully, IA.
The couple met through Lydia’s college friend Tabitha and Tim’s friend
Ryan. Tabitha and Ryan started dating, and through group activities Lydia
and Tim got to know each other better.
Lydia and Tim were united in marriage at a brunch wedding at the Federated Fellowship Church in Pella. The bridesmaids wore different shades of
champagne and copper-colored dresses, while the groomsmen wore dark
blue suits with burnt orange ties. Since Lydia works at Thistles Flower Market, the flower arrangements were a big priority for Lydia. The floral arrangements were made of a very colorful mix of spring flowers, with a variety of orange-colored flowers and some dried grasses, giving it a little bit of
fall vibe. The couple were so blessed with many friends and family able to
join them for the great day of celebration. After the ceremony the couple took a quick trip to Tennessee, where they did
some hiking, antiquing, and relaxing after all the wedding
planning and excitement.
Lydia works as Thistles Flower Market as a floral designer.
Tim works for Harthoorn Underground and helps his dad
crop farm. He also raises roaster pigs and hopes to farm full
time in the future. Lydia and Tim enjoy snowmobiling in Colorado a couple times each winter. They have created some
really neat wood projects for their home, including some
barn doors and headboards. Lydia really enjoys different calligraphy/hand-lettering projects, as well as cooking and baking.
Lydia and Tim, Calvary wishes you many blessings
as you begin your life together

In This Issue:






Congratulations
Lydia & Tim Jansen
Thank You Calvary
Cooks
Congratulations Collin
& Kandace Stravers



Bibles for Students



Thank You Calvary!



Birthday Calendar



2022 Graduates

Thank You to Calvary’s Cooks
Calvary’s congregation would like to say a huge “Thank
You” to the amazing Calvary Cooks! For the last twenty years
Karen Branderhorst, Regina Gritters, Jo Vermeer, Sherrilyn
Nikkel, and Judy Kelderman have been preparing delicious
meals for us to enjoy at Calvary. There comes a time in life
when things change, and, for these ladies, the time is now. They
will no longer be cooking for Calvary’s congregation. Before
Covid, these ladies fixed Fellowship Dinners four to six times a
year. They were also very essential in fixing fund-raising dinners for Calvary’s Gems and Young People’s group, as well as
other fund-raiser events. They had the most fun serving the
Widow’s Tea, a time when they went-all-out, planning the
menu, fixing the dinner, and decorating the Fellowship Hall.
The Calvary Cooks are so grateful for the support of Calvary’s Congregation. All the meals served have been self-supporting. The funds taken in from the last Fellowship Dinner was
more than enough to buy groceries and supplies for the next Fellowship Dinner.
Thank you, Calvary Cooks, for using you gifts and talents in serving Calvary Church. If there are women, men, or couples who would like to become the new Calvary Cooks, you are encouraged to volunteer. The former cooks are more
than happy to help you get started.

Congratulations to Colin and Kandace Stravers
March 12, 2022 was an exciting day for Kandace Hofman and Colin
Stravers. The couple had dated over five years, and now they were
starting their life together through marriage. Kandace is the daughter of
Paul and Karla Hofman who attend Calvary Church. Colin is a son of
Greg and Marcy Stravers of Pella.
Kandace and Colin both attended Pella Christian High School and
were in the same small group at Youth Group in 2016, where they got to
know each other a little better. They started dating while in Youth
Group; however, most of their dating was long-distance, since Kandace
attended Bethel University in Minnesota while Colin attended Trinity
Christian College in Illinois.
Kandace and Colin were married at Calvary Church in Pella, IA.
Their reception was held at the Tamory Hall, also in Pella. Kandace and
Colin chose dusty blue and copper to be their wedding colors. They
honeymooned in the Riviera Maya area in Mexico.
In January, the couple purchased a home in Fridley, Minnesota, and
with the help of their families they were able to do major renovations on
it. Both Kandace and Colin are in rotational programs to begin their careers. Colin is a Financial Analyst at Ameriprise Financial in Minneapolis
while Kandace is a Business Leadership Analyst at Securian Financial in St.
Paul, Minnesota.
The couple’s hobbies include: hiking the endless hiking trails in Minnesota, as well as cooking, baking, and playing board
games with family and friends. When they go on vacation the couple really doesn’t know whether to tell people if they are
from Minnesota or Iowa.

Kandace and Colin, Calvary wishes you many blessings as you begin your life together.

Bibles for Students -- Bible League International

THANK YOU!
I would like to thank the congregation for the cards and kind
words I received in passing of my
brother Guy Jansen.
Wilma Van Kooten

Retirement isn’t all that it’s cracked up to be. Besides, living alone allows a lot of time
to reflect on living alone. So, not wanting to be preoccupied with navel-gazing, I welcomed the invitation to become a volunteer ambassador for Bible League International and its Bibles for Students program.
I was asked to consider becoming a volunteer when I participated in the program of
the annual Bible League International event held at Calvary Church, September 2021.
The invitation was renewed, January of this year. I attended training sessions at Bible
League International’s offices in Dallas, TX the last week of February. Since the beginning of March, forty-seven Christian Schools in Iowa, Minnesota, and South Dakota, along with two local Home-School groups have been contacted.
The Bibles for Students program offers the Easy-Read-Version (ERV) of the Bible to
Christian Schools at no cost. The ERV is an understandable translation for this generation, based directly on the original Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic languages of Scripture. It has been prepared especially for people who want an English translation that
accurately expresses the full meaning of the original text in a style that is clear and
easy to understand. The hope is for Christian Schools in the United States to accept
Bibles for their student study throughout the year. ERV Bibles are available in English
and Spanish.
The Bibles for Students program offers Christian Schools the following: The Life of
Jesus - 26-lesson study for grades 1 or 2; Illustrated Children’s Bible – complete ERV
Bible including 58 colorful illustrations for grades 3-6; complete ERV Bible that may
be appropriate for grades 7-12; and Bibles for Graduates – the same ERV Scripture
content but bound in a leather-like cover. Donor friends of Bible League International make it possible to provide these resources for students at no charge.
When practical, in-person school visits are preferred, but most of my contacts are by
phone or email. To date, Christians schools have requested 1,225 resources, with
several schools still in the process of deciding. Orders are processed at Bible League
International Headquarters in Crete, IL.
Bibles for Students is just one project of many--Bible League International is one of
the few Christian organizations with a focus on resourcing the poor or under resourced church around the world. With their programs designed to enhance the
church and the community it serves, Bible League international has deep impact with
the word of God. For more detail on its impact around the world:
https://www.bibleleague.org/about.
Ivan Mulder

Janet Jansen and Family would
like to Thank Calvary Church for
the prayers, and support given to
our Husband and Father, Guy
Jansen. A special thank you to
Pastor Sheldon, Pastor Brad , Elder Dr. Vande Zante and Barb
Van Gorp Hospice Nurse for the
many home visits, comforting
words, prayers and the wonderful
Hymns that were sung to
Guy. Thank you Congregation
for your prayer support, kindness
with the many cards and words of
sympathy offered. Above all we
thank our Heavenly Father for
the Grace & Love He has showered on us all.
Janet Jansen and Family

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! You my church family,
were used by God to bless me
with your prayers,cards,visits,
flowers, gifts of food. Thankyou!
Also thank you to Pastors Brad
and Sheldon, elder Gayln Van de
Zande, and Care Partners Ken
and Dottie Monsma for there visits , prayers and encouraging
words.
Ruth Huyser
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8th Grade Graduates
Maddy Van Zee is an 8th
grade graduate from Pella
Christian Grade School.
She will be going to Pella
Christian High School.

Logan Gallaher is an 8th
grade graduate from Pella Christian Grade
School. He will be going
to Pella Christian High
School.

Jackson Wood is an 8th
grade graduate from Pella Christian Grade
School. He will be going
to Pella Christian High
School.

Jenna Vande Zande is
an 8th grade graduate
from Pella Christian
Grade School. She will
be going to Pella Christian High School.

Meredith Van Wyk is an
8th grade graduate from
Pella Christian Grade
School. She will be going to Pella Christian
High School.

High School Graduates
Logan Kelderman will be
graduating from Pella
Christian High School. He
plans to work at Gritters
Electric after high school.

Gracia Abigail Maldonado
Ordóñez is graduation
from Pella Christian High
School. She will be attending Dordt University
next year majoring in
Chemistry and Graphic
Design

Daniel Roose is graduating
from Pella Christian High
School. He will be attending the University of South
Dakota next year majoring
in Criminal Justice.

Levi Jett Schelhaas
Senior Graduate of PCHS
will be attending Dordt
University Levi plans to
study Business Administration and run for the
Defender Track Team

Emily Sytsma is graduating
from Pella Christian High
School. She plans to attend Indian Hills for business this fall.

Seth Van Gelder is graduating from Pella Christian High
School. He will be attending
Dordt University this fall.

