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Remembering the Calvary Veterans Who Went Before Us  

The month of May is Tulip Time, graduations, graduation parties and 

a time to plant. But the month of May is also Memorial Day, a time 

when we remember those who fought and died in service of our 

country. We want to remember those from Calvary Church who 

have served our country and are no longer with us: 

Gilbert Bandstra       Dale Sterk (Marilyn) 

John Bandstra (Joey)      Donald Stursma (Alb) 

Myron Beerends       Delmer Van Kooten (Wilma) 

John Burghorn (Millie)     Harris Van Kooten (Grace) 

Ray De Groot (Martena)     Richard Van Kooten (Dorothy) 

Fred De Nooy        Harold Van Maanen (Marie) 

Daniel Dingeman (Goldie)    Herman Van Mersbergen 

John Gosselink (Donna)     Robert Van Ryswyk (Grace) 

Shannon Jansen        Gysbert Van Weelden (LeNora) 

Keith Nibbelink (Norma)     Henry Van Weelden 

Harris Nieuwsma       Daniel Van Wyk (Alb) 

Leo Nikkel         Cornie Vander Hart 

Tom Robinson (Sue)      William Vander Molen 

Arnold Ryken (Wilma)     John H. Vandevoort 

Mark Ryken         Harry G. Vermeer (Bernice) 

 

If you see these men’s family members, tell them thank you for their 

service. 

We also want to remember those members of Calvary Church who 

have passed away over the past sixty-six years. Please take the time 

to view the Memorial Day display in the Fellowship Hall later this 

month. 



A Visit to Pella’s “Gem” 

      On April 14, 2022, a group from Calvary’s Young At 

Heart visited the Pella Historical Museum, which is truly Pel-

la’s “gem.”  We spent an hour strolling through the various 

buildings, the log cabin, the sod house, the blacksmith shop, 

the Scholte Church, as well as the many other build-

ings.  We also had a private tour of the Miniature Dutch Vil-

lage and the Vermeer Windmill.  The small details of the 

miniature village were amazing, while the workings and 

structure of the windmill were fascinating.   

 

     Calvary member Fran De Haan is a volunteer miller at 

the windmill and did an excellent job in explaining to us how 

they grind grain in the mill.  Fran operates the Vermeer 

Windmill three to four days a month, March through the 

end of December. This includes having to climb three- 
fourths of the way up the blades to undo the sails. The days 

he volunteers he is on duty 24 hours to watch the weather 

conditions. The windmill must always be facing into the 

wind. Calvary member Gerrit Steenhoek is also a miller at 

the Vermeer Windmill.  

 

     Calvary member Ivan Mulder is a volunteer tour guide 

for the Vermeer Windmill.  He did an excellent job showing 

us through the Miniature Dutch Village and the workings of 

the Vermeer Windmill. The Vermeer Windmill was finished 

and dedicated twenty years ago, and Ivan was among the 

first to volunteer there. Ivan volunteers two hours, one af-

ternoon a week.  In 2014, Ivan was asked to assume the re-

sponsibility for finishing a section of the miniature village 

including the construction of several additional buildings. 

Several people helped with the finishing details, including 

Calvary member Jean Engle, who made Dutch costumes and 

dressed the tiny dolls.  

 

     The paintings on the east wall of the Miniature Dutch 

Village represent the Netherlands landscapes.  The mounted 

panels describe the history and the processes used in the 

construction of this eighty-five-year-old attraction. The dis-

play was created with donated funds given in memory of 

Ivan’s wife Ruth.  

 

     Fran & Sheila De Haan also create the wooden shoes for the Tulip Queen and her court.  Fran starts preparing 

the wooden shoes the end of November, Sheila paints the design on them, and then Fran finishes them with several 

coats of clear sealer. The shoes are usually finished around the first of the year.   

 
     After our visit to the Historical Museum, we all enjoyed a time of fellowship with dessert and drink at Nana’s 

Table Café and Mercantile.  Although it was very chilly and windy, we had a great afternoon together.    

 

     Please take the time to visit Pella’s gem, the Pella Historical Museum. 

 



 

THANK YOU 

"Thank you to the Thursday Night Alive group who cleans and maintains the 

Calvary Wayside Chapel".  

 

 

With deepest gratitude I want to thank you, my Calvary church family, for 

ALL the many acts of kindness and love you have shown to me and my fami-

ly following Dale’s accident and his passing into Glory. You have helped us 

walk this difficult journey every step of the way, and your prayers lifted us 

up to feel God’s loving arms carrying us through. Words cannot convey how 

much all of this means to us. One day God will wipe away all tears when we 

come into His presence in Heaven. Thank you So much for being the church 

that cares.                       Marilyn Sterk & family  

 

Dear Calvary Church Congregation, We want to send you a sincere thank 

you for the amazing food drive that you hosted in support of the Pella Com-
munity Food Shelf. The amount of your donation –over 1,200lbs of food—

was truly wonderful! Your donation makes a huge impact, and we look for-

ward to putting it to good use feeding the many families in our community 

that need it most. We appreciate your kindness!   

Many Blessings  

The Pella Community Food Shelf Support Team 

 

A very special thank you to the congregation for your contributions to the 

Calvary Education Fund.  This fund provides a gift to parents to help with 

the cost of tuition at Pella Christian schools.  Each Calvary student attending 

Pella Christian receives this gift because of your generosity.  We will distrib-

ute funds this coming October and as of April 10, our fund balance is 

$39,060.44 with a goal of approximately $55,000. Thank you for partnering 

with us in raising our covenant children and we appreciate your continued 

support.     

--Christian Education Fund Committee 




