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Caring for Our Senior Members
Just a reminder that it is easy our members who are in care facilities or who
are home-bound to feel disconnected from the rest of the church mem-bers.
Why not take a few minutes to call or send a card to some of our mem-bers
that we don’t see here any longer. Better yet, make some time to go and visit!
Here are the names and location of our senior members who do not get out
anymore:
The Cottages: Carol Beyer, Elma Beyer, Wil Stallinga, Cobie Spoelstra,
Grace Van Kooten, Marie Van Maanen. and Luella Van Ryswyk
Fairhaven East: Gary Beyer, Ernie and Jean De Jong, Elva Vos, Lucy Stravers,
Bernice Vermeer, Old Fairhaven: Bob Gosselink, Donna Gosselink, Sheri
Plate
In their own Homes: Nelson Roozeboom, June Slagter, Betty Van Genderen, Vern and Geneva Van Zanten, Wilma Ryken, Marinella Van Hal, Gene
and Norma Roose, Paul Boer, Bill and Lil Nikkel, Ed and Betty Vander Pol, Jake
Van Gorp Independence Village: Dorothy Van Kooten, Marilyn Veenstra
Pella Manor: Joey Bandstra, Willa Branderhorst, Effie Groenendyk, Guy and
Janet Jansen, Shirley Serrano, Harold and Marg Sikma, Bernie Spoelstra, LeNora
Van Weelden Crystal Heights, Oskaloosa: Lois Galema
White Oaks Assisted Living, Oskaloosa: Margaret Van de Kieft
Westridge Nursing Care: Joyce Nikkel
Northern Mahaska Rehab, Oskaloosa: Cornie Van Hal

Thank you
Thank you for all the prayers and support. Thank you for you cards and words
of sympathy expressed at the time of Steve and Cory’s dad’s passing, it was
greatly appreciated. Calvary truly is a church that cares. -Steve Veenstra
-Cory & Sandy Veenstra & Families
Thank you so much for all the Christmas and Birthday cards I received. God
bless Calvary Church! -Grace Van Ryswyk
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YOUNG AT HEART EVENTS

The Young At Heart group from Calvary enjoyed a couple of
events the last couple of months. On February 15, the
group welcomed the First Church Deborah Circle Theater
Troupe. They presented “The Women and Men at the
Well” based on John 4:1-30. We learned about the women
and disciples who were present at the well.
The Deborah Circle Theater Troupe is a group of women from the First Church (previously First Reformed) in Pella
who have a year-long Bible study. As they study a particular
passage in the Bible, Mary (Ver Meer) Borg creates a skit/
play about that story. Each year in February, the group participates in their evangelist sessions as they present the skit/
play to various groups and residents at retirement facilities in
town. They have done a number of these programs over the
years, some being stories of the history of Pella.

On March 8, we welcomed Alnora Norris and her daughter Leanne from Ottumwa, Iowa. They presented a very
informative program about the history of the Orphan Train
in America. Alnora’s mother was one of the children who
rode the train from New York City to Iowa at the age of six.
Alnora shared with us how they were able to track some of
her mother’s biological history. Her mother never shared
much about her early life.

The Orphan Train movement began in 1854 and operated for 75 years. Because of an influx of migration to America in the 1850s, there were thousands of children living on
the streets in the New York City area. Many of the children
were in search of food, shelter, and money. Some even
formed gangs to protect themselves. Many of the children
lived in places called Asylums and were called “outcasts.” It
was Rev Charles Loring Brace who founded the Children’s
Aid Society and thought of the idea to move the children
from the cities like New York and Boston to the American
West to work on the farms. He thought the farmers in the
Midwest would welcome the children and treat them like
their own. Approximately 200,000 children were moved on
the trains over the years. The children ranged in age from
infants to teens. Once the children reached their destination
they were taken to a large public building where the potential adoptive parents would select a child or children. Then
they would go to their new home with the understanding
that they would be expected to work on the farm in exchange for their home until they were eighteen years old.
Not all the children went to unknown destinations. Some
children were already placed in homes before they left the
east coast. Although many children were welcomed into
their new homes and were treated well, many were not.
One of the many Orphan Train stops in Iowa was in New
Sharon.
Alnora’s mother was brought to the Asylum in New York
City by her aunt, who also left a note that said she would be
back to get her, which she never did because she died of
cancer. Alnora’s mother rode the train to Iowa and eventually settled in Fairfield, Iowa, where she married and raised
her eight children.

