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In This Issue:

Council President Steve Ver Meer led a time of reflection and prayer on the
topic of wisdom, based on a devotional written by Chris Rappazini, Moody
Bible Institute, April 10, 2021. Scripture references: James 3:13-18, Proverbs
9:10, 1 Kings 3:9.

Solomon was questioned by the Lord, “Ask for whatever you want me to
give you.” Can you imagine what your reaction would be if God asked you
that question? What would you ask for? Wealth, Healing? Longevity? Solomon
acknowledged the continued kindness of God had shown to him, and despite
his youthfulness and inexperience, gave a very mature request: “Give your
servant a discerning heart.” He recognized the best thing for him to do was
to stay in step with the law of God. In return, God richly blessed him for
humbling himself and seeking wisdom. We all need a little reminding to stay
in step with the Spirit. So take this step today, pray and ask God for his wisdom and an obedient heart.
Pastor Brad led a discussion on Healthy Church questions centering on Justice and Righteousness Advocacy were reviewed for discussion:

Do we proclaim the biblical message of fairness and equity for all, advocating
for justice in the world?
Does our congregation demonstrate God’s passion for the poor, disenfranchised and homeless?
Do we minister effectively to people with disabilities, those who have suffered abuse, and others who suffer in our community?
A letter has been sent to Bethany Christian Services concerning the Council's
decision to discontinue Calvary’s support. It was also announced recently that
both the offices in Pella and Des Moines are closing.
Earlier this year the Council commissioned the PMW, Fellowship, Small
Groups, Education, and Evangelism Committees to develop ministry outlines
for what may be possible to augment evening worship and its current format.
Church staff were asked to provide committees with examples of programs/
ministries, services other churches have successfully done to help promote
church participation and growth. Completed outlines and ministry plans are
to be completed prior to the December Council meeting, and will be reviewed in subsequent months.
The 2022 Proposed Budget was reviewed section by section in preparation
for it being presented for final approval to the congregation at it’s annual
meeting, Monday, December 6 at 7:30.
Ivan Mulder, Clerk of Council
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We Honor Our Veterans
On Monday, November 8, 2021, the Young At Heart group
sponsored an afternoon where we remembered and honored
the veterans from Calvary. We welcomed Calvary members,
guests and some visitors from the community. The afternoon
began with the reading of the names of Calvary’s veterans,
those living and those deceased. Our guest, Ken Hoksbergen,
a Vietnam Veteran, then spoke to us about his experiences in
Vietnam. Ken told us about fighting in the rice paddies, fighting
in the jungles, fighting in the heat as well as in the cold monsoon rains, fighting up the hills and fighting down the hills. (To
this day, Ken does not like hills.) In order to fight, Ken had to
carry eighty pounds of equipment on his back. He did it all because of his love for his country. Ken will tell you, “Don’t step
on my flag!” Ken told us about the small Bible his wife gave
him before he left. He wrapped the Bible in plastic so it would
not get wet, and he carried it in the small pocket by his chest
all the time, day and night. The power of prayer was also very
important to him. The power of his own prayers, but also the
power of the prayers of his family at home. Ken said, “Don’t
under-estimate the power of prayer.” He also shared with us
some of the lifelong effects our veterans deal with, not only
physically but also emotionally. PTSD is a common condition
for our veterans, being very afraid of loud noises, among other things. Ken also shared some pictures and “keep sakes” from
Vietnam. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal from the President of the United States for his courage and help he gave
his comrades while serving in Vietnam.
After a time of questions and comments from the group, there was a special presentation. Lydia Zylstra, a daughter of
Kyle and Shalene Zylstra and grand-daughter of David and Phyllis Zylstra, presented Ken with a beautiful red, white and blue
quilt that she had made. Lydia has learned quilting from her grandmother, Phyllis. This was the first quilt that Lydia made
without her grandma’s help. We thank Lydia for her presentation and we are also very grateful for our Veterans. The freedoms we enjoy do come with a cost.

Thank you for your Donations!
“Calvary Friends, You are amazing!!! Thank you for digging in your closets for Crossroads. You stuffed our huge box full 2 times. The first pick up had 52 coats, 19
scarves, snow pants, boots, hats & gloves. That is a record for us! We appreciate
you!” Julie, Jim & Raelynn from Crossroads of Pella
Operation Christmas Child Collected around 75 boxes to be sent world wide! What a
wonderful way to brighten a young child’s Christmas. Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who brought in a Peter Fish or made a donation to the World
Hunger Sunday collection on November 7. Calvary CRC gave $5,094.64 for World
Renew's sustainable approach to tackling the problem of world hunger.
Thank you to all those who donated to the Calvary Youth Auction we had around 100 items and the night was a huge
success. Thanks as well to all who came to support our Youth Group. We appreciate you!

Keldermans – Custodians for Forty Years
On Sunday morning, October 10, 2021, Arvin and Judy Kelderman received recognition during our worship service for being Calvary’s part-time custodians for forty years. The Keldermans began
their custodian duties for Calvary on October 1, 1981. Although
Arvin and Judy were recognized as the custodians, they are quick
to tell you that being custodians has been a family affair from the
beginning. As soon as Judy and Arvin’s children, Peggy, Ryan, Curt,
and Randy, were old enough, they all pitched in taking care of the
church-cleaning responsibilities. One January 1, 2000, Ryan and
Michelle Kelderman started to help. When Ryan and Michelle’s
children became old enough to help, Nicole, Jacob, and Logan became active in cleaning as well. Today, the responsibilities and wages are shared among Arvin and Judy and Ryan and Michelle. Thirdgeneration Jett Kelderman enjoys helping Grandpa mow the lawn
now and then. If you ask the Keldermans, they would say that all
custodians have a story to tell about their custodial experiences.
A lot has happened in the forty years that Arvin & Judy have
been Calvary’s part-time custodians. Rev. Robert Holwerda was
pastor when the Keldermans were hired. Since then, we have had
Rev John Gorter, Rev. Thomas Dykstra, Rev Arthur Van Wolde, as
well as Rev. Sy Kramer, Ty Hogue, Todd Zylstra, and now Rev.
Brad Bierma, Rev. Sheldon Starkenburg, and Rev. Nate Klingenberg.
When remodeling and building expansions occur the custiodian
needs increase. Some have affected the work of the custodians
more than others. The following are some improvements and remodeling projects that have taken place over the last 40 years at
Calvary Church.










Summer of 1983 - The new windows were installed on the
east side of the sanctuary. The colored cross in the back
of the church was also installed.
April 8, 1984 – The bulletin reported that there was damage done to church property the night of the Cadet/
Calvinette Hog Roast. Vandalism: the playpen ruined in
south nursery, bulletin board must be replaced due to
heavy marking by crayons, baby powder spread over the
floor, posted attendance records for Sunday School were
tampered with in Sunday School rooms, one of the pulpit
cushions was torn, song books and Bibles in the auditorium were left in disarray and children were sent from the
auditorium and balcony.
June of 1984 - A new heating system was installed.
Summer of 1984 - A Cadet shed was built.
1985 – The new shingles were put on the church.
1987 - A new ceiling and lights were installed in the Fellowship Hall.
1990 - The grand piano was purchased. The door and
windows were also replaced in the pastor’s church study.
1995 - The old carpet in the sanctuary aisle was removed,
the benches were moved out to the fellowship hall, and all
the sanctuary floor tile was removed. The sanctuary was
repainted white and the new carpeting was laid. While
this was being done, the congregation met in the Pella
Christian High School Auditorium. A new handicapped
bathroom was also installed across from the kitchen.















November of 1995 - High winds cause the church steeple
to bend, and soon it was dismantled.
April 14, 1996 – The new Hymnal for Worship and Celebration books arrived earlier in the year, so new book
holders needed to be installed on the back of the benches.
October 27, 1996 – The bulletin reported that there had
been some vandalism in the church. All of the desk chairs
in Room 9 had been defaced with permanent marker as
well as the door from the hallway into the Fellowship Hall.
August 25, 1997 – A new steeple was erected.
Summer of 1997 – Another Cadet shed was built to house
their equipment.
February 11, 1999 – A proposal was passed to purchase
the 1534 Orchard Street property. In June of that year it
was approved that the property would become Calvary’s
Youth House.
September 13, 1999 – A proposal was passed to purchase
the 1360 Orchard Street property. This property would
become the Minister of Calling’s residence.
Fall of 2000 thru April of 2002 – The Cadet Shed was relocated, a new shed was built for the church van and the
lawn mower, the new addition to the Youth House was
added, and the west classroom wing was added to the
church building.
May 14, 2001 – The church member mailboxes were put
in place.
February of 2004 – A new projection and sound system
was installed, including new projection screens and speakers.

























2005 – New windows were installed on the north and
east side of Pastor Sheldon’s house, new convection
ovens were installed in the church kitchen and some of
the broken concrete was replaced in the parking lot.
March of 2006 – A larger platform was constructed.
December of 2006 – A new church sign was put in
place.
2007 – A new sound, projection and video area was
built in the balcony.
2008 and 2009 – The office addition was put up on the
east side of church.
February 23, 2009 – New speakers and amplifiers were
installed.
November and December of 2011 – The single pane
windows on the north side of church (kitchen, The
Gathering Place, and Council Room) were replaced
with triple-glazed windows with slim shades. The number of windows was also reduced in The Gathering
Place and old Council Room.
Summer of 2014 – There was extensive remodeling
done in the church parsonage at 502 Maple Street.
Each fall and each spring the portable walls to enclose
the canopy were put up and taken down.
2014 – A large portion of the concrete on the northeast side of church was replaced to revert water flowing into the church.
June of 2014 through November of 2017 – The south
classroom addition was added, along with a larger and
more welcoming entrance to the sanctuary. A wall was
removed in the Children’s Worship Center, the nursery
was relocated, the kitchen was enlarged and updated,
the windows in the Fellowship Hall were replaced, the
Fellowship Hall was repainted, new carpet was laid in all
the hallways, most of the concrete around the church
was replaced, and a lot of landscaping was done.
June of 2016 – The Memorial Garden was completed.
March 14, 2020 through July of 2020 – Worship services and all church activities were cancelled due to
COVID 19. Even with the cancelling of worship and
cancellation of church activities, the custodians still had
various responsibilities to take care of.
April 29, 2020 – Windows were replaced in the library
and the Children’s Worship Center.
May of 2020 – A new office was made for Pastor Nate
in the church office complex. The size of the old council
room was decreased and a door was added for the new
office.
Summer of 2021 – The parsonage at 1360 Orchard
Street was completely remodeled inside by removing
the wall paper, repainting, putting in all new floors on
the main level, and redoing the bathroom.
Each summer Calvary Church and the Youth House
have extensive cleaning done. After every table, chair,
and window is washed and the floor is cleaned, there is
a real relief and sense of accomplishment for the custodians.

Did you know?
 There are 68 windows on the inside of the church to be
cleaned and 235 windows on the outside of Calvary
Church.

 There are 12 bathrooms (23 bowls) to clean each week.
 There are 1173 hymnals and Bibles that are checked to
see if they are straight in the racks each week.
 There are four properties where the lawns are mowed,
the bushes are trimmed, the weeds are pulled, the leaves
are raked, and the snow is removed.
 Every evening Arvin checks the church to make sure all
the lights are off and all the doors are locked. Calvary expresses a sincere thank you to the Kelderman family for
their dedication as custodians to Calvary’s campus. We
thank you for your continual efforts in the future. May God
bless you always.
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